What are
Thirkirg Maps®e

Thinking Maps® are eight visual-verbal learning tools, each
based on a fundamental thinking process and used togeth-
er as a set of tools for showing relationships.

Explanation

Thinking Maps® give you and your teachers a common
language for meaningful learning.

The consistency and flexibility of each of the Thinking
Maps® promotes:

O student-centered and cooperative learning

O concept development, reflective thinking

O creativity

O clarity of communication

O continuous cognitive development
You will construct knowledge, much like carpenters work-

ing together using a common set of tools to build a new
structure.

Thinking Maps®can help you become independent, reflec-
tive, life-long problem-solvers and learners.

On the next pages, the eight Thinking Maps® are shown
with the description of the thinking process involved, and
examples of when each would be used.
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Introducing Thinking Maps

Questions from Texts, Thinking Maps
" Teachers and Tests [~| 'Ninking Processes |- as Tools
o
S How are you defining Circle
> this thing or idea? What is DEFINING IN Map
5o the context? What is your CONTEXT
< frame of referenca?
Rl o are youdesebig i
f Which a:ﬂ-nﬂjms DESCRIBING Map
- would best describe QUALITIES
this thing?
kS
2 What ara tha similar Double
o I;Ii.lf'lin:il_l differant qualities COMPARING and Bubble
— ese things? Map
?_ Which qualities do you CONTRASTING .
S valua most? Why? 3
>
O What ara the main Tree I
ideas, supporting LASSIFYING Map ' :
ideas, and details in ¢ . T _
this information? T -
What are the Brace [
component parts and : Ma _J—'—
st ot fing edicis PART-WHOLE P 1 {:
physical object? -
What happenasd? Flow H H !
What is the sequance Map
of evenis? What are SEQUENCING CH I H IR
the substages? . )
What are the .
causes and effects H::_ -
of this avent? CAUSE and EFFECT |, )_ KT
What might *C -
happen next? ) -
What is the anal
baing usad? SEEING Bidge
What is the guiding ANALOGIES Poo—as—
mataphar? 1-9

Examples of the 8 Thinking Maps® follow.
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Circle Map

What if you wanted to brainstorm ideas about probability? What
is your frame of reference about probability? In other words,
what concrete examples do you know that reflect the concept of
probability? The Circle Map can be used for this purpose.

BN

aliery
hypaihest

sonies

Ayt

rodling
diga

estimaia probatdiny

fipoing &
ooin

mertias raEh
ina bag

)
=
O
©
<
o
=
o
>
Q.
o8
<
=
o
©
<
o
=
m
x
Q
3
=
®©
wn

Bubble Map

What if you wanted to describe the qualities of animals? Use the
Bubble Map for descriptions of qualities and characteristics.
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Bubble Map
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Double Bubble

Use a Double Bubble map to compare and contrast the
games of team handball and floor hockey. The Double Bubble
examines similar and different qualities.
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Tree Map

What if you wanted to examine and define the various types of
measurements? The Tree Map can be used for classification.

Measurement
| | : | |
Tirme: Lengih WalghtMass Aneg Volume Temperaiire
analog Kilomelens amount of paralelograms capacity celsius
T [krm) miafier an
digital object has nangles Epace an freazing =0
Q. malkars(m) ; ebler cegrees
24 hours ———  weighlis a Crckes oo _
cenlimelers FiEasUre af ————— boing =100
[em) the: pull of Iregular Iter (L) = degrees
gravity an Ehii 1000 mL —_—
millimeters At minEs —_— raam
{mimj e surface area millliger (mL) lempearaiung
kilzgrams M3 = 21 dagress
_ (k@ “eotoma). | human body
_grans(g) wseglor 237 0egrees
S0lids
o =miL
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Brace Map

Brace Map

The parts of a ‘monster’ in Spanish can be identified by using
the Brace Map. A Brace Map is used to show the component

parts of a physical whole.
el pelo
{hair)
los ojos
I cabeza __(eyes)
(head) Ia boca
(moutn)
las orejas
{ears#

las manos
los brazos (hands)
(arms) los dedos
(fingers)
el monsruo

o5 pies

(leet)

&5 plernas

[legs) los gedos
_— del pie

{ (loes)

el pacho
{:::I'IE:EI]
el eslomago
(slomach)
@l 1arso
{trunk) el corazon
— _ (hear)
los
pulmones
[Iungs]
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Flow Map

The Flow Map is used to show sequencing. Any process that
can be described by steps such as 1st, 2nd, & 3rd could bene-
fit from this type of map. For example, a Flow Map could
show the correct process for reading a textbook.

dew mo|4

BEFORE -
I I I I I
Have a Read Change the Look atthe Study
purpose questions chapter title vocabulary visuals
for at the end and
reading of the headings to
chapter questions
DURING =
I I I I
Head to Take notes sSummarize Answer
answer the to answer sections as chapter
pre-reading quesfions you go questions
questions
AFTER P
I I I
Review Integrate
sSummarize questions, and relate
main ideas visuals, to course
and material
vocabulary
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Flow Map

Flow Map

This is another example of a Flow Map which shows the
steps and stages for planning a paper, a research project,
a presentation, or Web site.

Stage 1:
Prewriting=
Thinking on
pPaper
| | | | | |
otep 1 Step 2 Step 3 otep 4 Step & Step B
identify the identify / choose gather and write a organize or
purpose of your and limit select thesis create a
your paper audience your topic material statement plan
Stage 4:
Stage 2: : "
Comgosing - gtage_ﬂ. —— = Editing and
evision proofreading
| l [
Step 7: Step B: Step 9:
wiite ideas an re-read your paper from check for errars and
paper as @ a reader’s point of view make corrections
wwark: in “clear focus "sentence structure
progress’ does it flow *grarnrmar
*enough infarmation *spelling
*clear warking *punctuation
*uality writing
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Multi-flow Map

A Multi-flow Map could be used to look at the causes and
effects of conflicts between Europeans and North Americans.

Morth
Americans
lost land and
pushed west

Indian
population
decreased

conflicts because of
between Wwars

Europeans
and

Morth Morth
Americans Americans
cheated in

trading

slavery

land

trade

resentment
toward
Europeans

Bridge Map

The Bridge Map illustrates analogies. The following map
shows the major resources of various states.The analogies in
this map would read as follows: Coal is to Illinois as oil is to
Texas. Oil is to Texas as fertile soil is to Georgia. Can you
“read” the rest of them?

B a major

resouras o coal - Qi - lertike sod . lores) - Jrantiam
ng linos Tenwas Georgsa Virginia hNew Mexoco
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